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 Teaching Math in 1950: A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His cost of 
production is 4/5 of the price. What is his profit? 
 
 Teaching Math in 1960: A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. His cost of 
production is 4/5 of the price, or $80. What is his profit? 
 
 Teaching Math in 1970: A logger exchanges a set "L" of lumber for a set "M" of money. 
The cardinality of set "M" is 100. Each element is worth $1. Make 100 dots representing the 
elements of the set "M". The set "C", the cost of production contains 20 fewer points than set 
"M." Represent the set "C" as a subset of set "M" and answer the following question: What’s 
the cardinality of the set "P" for profits? 
 
 Teaching Math in 1980: A logger sells a truckload of lumber for $100. Her cost of 
production is $80 & her profit is $20. Your assignment: Underline the number 20. 
 
 Teaching Math in 1990: By cutting down beautiful forest trees, the logger makes $20. 
What do you think of this way of making a living? Topic for class participation after answering 
the question: How did the forest birds and squirrels feel as the logger cut down the trees? 
There are no wrong answers. 
 
 Teaching Math in 1996: By laying off 40% of its loggers, a company improves its stock 
price from $80 to $100. How much capital gain per share does the CEO make by exercising 
his stock options at $80? Assume capital gains are no longer taxed, because this encourages 
investment. (Editorial Note: The above BEGS to be changed to: "By giving the AX to 40% of its loggers) 
 
 Teaching Math in 1997: A company out-sources all of its loggers. The firm saves on 
benefits, and when demand for its product is down, the logging work force can easily be cut 
back. The average logger employed by the company earned 50,000, had three weeks 
vacation, a nice retirement plan and medical insurance. The contracted logger charges $50 an 
hour. Was outsourcing a good move? 
 
 Teaching Math in 1998: A laid-off logger with four kids at home and a ridiculous alimony 
from his first failed marriage comes into the logging-company corporate offices and goes 
postal, mowing down 16 executives and a couple of secretaries, and gets lucky when he nails 
a politician on the premises collecting his kickback. Was outsourcing the loggers a good move 
for the company? 
 
 Teaching Math in 1999: A laid-off logger serving time in Folsom for blowing away 
several people is being trained as a COBOL programmer in order to work on Y2K projects. 
What is the probability that the automatic cell doors will open on their own as of 00:01, 
01/01/2000? 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
 At Duke, there were 4 sophomores taking Organic Chemistry. They all did so well on all 
the quizzes, midterms and labs, etc., that each was carrying an "A" thus far. These 4 friends 
were so confident toward the end of the term that the weekend before finals, they decided to 
go up to the University of Virginia and party with some friends there. They had a great time; 
however, after all the hard partying, they overslept all day Sunday and didn't make it back until 
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early Monday morning. Rather than taking the final then, they decided to find their Professor 
after the final and explain to him why they missed the final: They explained that they had gone 
to UVA for the weekend and planned to come back in time to study. Unfortunately, they had a 
flat tire on the way back, didn't have a spare, and couldn't get help for a long time. As a result, 
they were late getting back to campus and had no time to study. The Professor thought it over 
and then agreed they could make up the final the following day. The guys were elated and 
relieved. So, they studied that night and went in the next day. 
 He placed them in separate rooms, each with a test booklet, and told them to begin. 
They looked at the first problem, which was something simple about free radical formation and 
was worth 5 points. "Cool," they each thought, "this is going to be easy." They did that problem 
and turned the page. They were unprepared, however, for what they saw on the next page. It 
said: (95points)     Which tire? 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

WHY TEACHERS GO GRAY 
TEACHER:   How old were you on your last birthday? 
STUDENT:   Seven. 
TEACHER:   How old will you be on your next birthday? 
STUDENT:   Nine. 
TEACHER:   That's impossible. 
STUDENT:   No, it isn't. I'm eight today. 
 
TEACHER:   Willy, name 1 important thing we didn't have 10 years ago. 
WILLY: Me! 
 
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER: Are you chewing gum? 
BILLY:   No, I'm Billy Anderson. 
 
TEACHER: Alfred, how can 1 person make so many stupid mistakes in 1 day? 
ALFRED: I get up early. 
 
TEACHER:   Didn't you promise to behave? 
STUDENT:   Yes, Sir. 
TEACHER:   And didn't I promise to punish you if you didn't? 
STUDENT:   Yes Sir, but since I broke my promise, I don't expect you to keep    
 yours. 
 
TEACHER: Tommy, why do you always get so dirty? 
TOMMY: Well, I'm a lot closer to the ground then you are. 
 
TEACHER:  I hope I didn't see you looking at Don's paper. 
JOHN:    I hope you didn't either. 
 
GARY:      I don't think I deserve a zero on this test. 
TEACHER:  I agree, but it's the lowest mark I can give you. 
 
TEACHER:  Well, at least there's one thing I can say about your son. 
FATHER:  What's that? 
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TEACHER:   With grades like these, he couldn't be cheating. 
 
TEACHER:  In this box, I have a 10-foot snake. 
SAMMY: You can't fool me, teacher... snakes don't have feet. 
 
HYGIENE TEACHER: How can you prevent diseases caused by biting insects? 
JOSE:    Don't bite any. 
 
TEACHER: Ellen, give me a sentence starting with "I". 
ELLEN:      I is... 
TEACHER:  No, Ellen.  Always say, "I am." 
ELLEN:       All right...I am the ninth letter of the alphabet. 
 
TEACHER: Max, use "defeat," "defense," and "detail" in a sentence. 
MAX:       The rabbit cut across the field, and defeat went over defense before 
   detail. 
 
TEACHER: If you received $10 from 10 people, what would you get? 
SASHA:   A new bike. 
 
TEACHER: If you had $1 and you asked your father for another, how many    
 dollars would you have? 
VINCENT:  One dollar. 
TEACHER (sadly): You don't know your arithmetic. 
VINCENT (sadly): You don't know my father. 
 
TEACHER:  If I have 7 oranges in 1 hand and 8 in the other, what would I have? 
CLASS COMEDIAN:  Big hands! 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

 A college professor was wrapping up class, and started talking about tomorrow's final 
exam. He said there would be no excuses for not showing up tomorrow, barring a dire medical 
condition or an immediate family member's death. 
 One smart-aleck male student said, "What about extreme sexual exhaustion?" and the 
whole classroom burst into laughter. 
 After the laughter had subsided, the teacher glared at the student, and said, "Not an 
excuse! You can use your other hand to write."  
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

The history of the entire world - well almost! 
 Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mummies, and they all wrote in hydraulics. They lived in 
the Sarah Dessert and traveled by Camelot. The climate of the Sarah is such that the 
inhabitants had to live elsewhere. 
 The Bible is full of interesting caricatures. In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, Adam 
and Eve were created from an apple tree. One of their children, Cain, asked, "Am I my 
brother's son?" Moses led the Hebrew slaves to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened 
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bread which is bread made without any ingredients. Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get 
the 10 commandments. He died before he ever reached Canada. 
 Solomom had three hundred wives and seven hundred porcupines. The Greeks were a 
highly sculptured people, and without them we wouldn't have history. The Greeks also had 
myths. A myth is a female moth. Actually, Homer was not written by Homer but by another 
man of that name. 
 Socrates was a famous Greek teacher who went around giving people advice. They 
killed him. Socrates died from an overdose of wedlock. After his death, his career suffered a 
dramatic decline. In the Olympic games, Greeks ran races, jumped, hurled the biscuits, and 
threw the java. 
 Eventually, the Romans conquered the Greeks. History calls people Romans because 
they never stayed in one place for very long. Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the 
battlefields of Gaul. The Ides of March murdered him because they thought he was going to be 
made king. Dying, he gasped out: "Tee Hee, Brutus." Nero was a cruel tyranny who would 
torture his subjects by playing the fiddle to them. 
 Joan of Arc was burnt to a steak and was canonized by Bernard Shaw. Finally Magna 
Carta provided that no man should be hanged twice for the same offense. In midevil times 
most people were alliterate. The greatest writer of the futile ages was Chaucer, who wrote 
many poems and verses and also wrote literature. Another story was William Tell, who shot an 
arrow through an apple while standing on his son's head. 
 Queen Elizabeth was the "Virgin Queen." As a queen she was a success. When she 
exposed herself before her troops they all shouted "hurrah." It was an age of great inventions 
and discoveries. Gutenberg invented removable type and the Bible. Another important 
invention was the circulation of blood. Sir Walter Raleigh is a historical figure because he 
invented cigarettes and started smoking. And Sir Francis Drake circumcised the world with a 
100-foot clipper. 
 The greatest writer of the Renaissance was William Shakespeare. He was born in the 
year 1564, supposedly on his birthday. He never made much money and is famous only 
because of his plays. He wrote tragedies, comedies, and hysterectomies, all in Islamic 
pentameter. Romeo and Juliet are an example of 
a heroic couplet. Romeo's last wish was to be laid by Juliet. 
 Writing at the same time as Shakespeare was Miguel Cervantes. He wrote Donkey 
Hote. The next great author was John Milton. Milton wrote Paradise Lost.  Then his wife died 
and he wrote Paradise Regained. 
 During the Renaissance America began. Christopher Columbus was a great navigator 
who discovered America while cursing about the Atlantic. His ships were called the Nina, the 
Pinta, and the Santa Fe. Later, the Pilgrims crossed the ocean, and this was called Pilgrim's 
Progress. The winter of 1620 was a hard one for the settlers. Many people died and many 
babies were born. Captain John Smith was responsible for all this. 
 One of the causes of the Revolutionary War was the English put tacks in their tea. Also, 
the colonists would send their parcels through the post without paying their taxis. Finally the 
colonists won the War and no longer had to pay for taxis. 
 Delegates from the original 13 states formed the Contented Congress. Thomas 
Jefferson, a Virgin, and Benjamin Franklin were two singers of the Declaration of 
Independence. Franklin discovered electricity by rubbing two cats backwards and declared, "A 
horse divided against itself cannot stand." Franklin died in 1790 and is still dead. 
 Soon the Constitution of the United States was adopted to secure domestic hostility. 
Under the constitution the people enjoyed the right to keep bare arms. 
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 Abraham Lincoln became America's greatest Precedent. Lincoln's mother died in 
infancy, and he was born in a log cabin, which he built with his own hands. Abraham Lincoln 
freed the slaves by signing the Emasculation Proclamation. On the night of April 14, 1865, 
Lincoln went to the theater and got shot in his seat by one of the actors in a moving picture 
show. The believed assinator was John Wilkes Booth, a supposingly insane actor. This ruined 
Booth's career. 
 Meanwhile in Europe, the enlightenment was a reasonable time. Voltaire invented 
electricity and also wrote a book called Candy. Gravity was invented by Issac Walton. It is 
chiefly noticeable in the autumn when the apples are falling off the trees. 
 Johann Bach wrote a great many musical compositions and had a large number of 
children. In between he practiced on an old spinster, which he kept up in his attic. Bach died 
from 1750 to the present. Bach was the most famous composer in the world and so was 
Handel. Handel was half German half Italian and half English. He was very large. 
 Beethoven wrote music even though he was deaf. He was so deaf he wrote loud music. 
He took long walks in the forest even when everyone was calling for him. Beethoven expired in 
1827 and later died for this. 
 The French Revolution was accomplished before it happened and catapulted into 
Napoleon. Napoleon wanted an heir to inherit his power, but since Josephine was a baroness, 
she couldn't have any children. 
 The sun never set on the British Empire because the British Empire is in the East and 
the sun sets in the West. Queen Victoria was the longest queen. She sat on a thorn for 63 
years. She was a moral woman who practiced virtue. Her death was the final event which 
ended her reign. 
 The nineteenth century was a time of a great many thoughts and inventions. People 
stopped reproducing by hand and started reproducing by machine. The invention of the 
steamboat caused a network of rivers to spring up. Cyrus McCormick invented the McCormick 
raper, which did the work of a hundred men. 
 Louis Pasteur discovered a cure for rabbis. Charles Darwin was a naturalist who wrote 
the Organ of the Species. Madman Curie discovered radio. And Karl Marx became one of the 
Marx brothers. World War I, caused by the assignation of the Arch-Duck by an anahist, 
ushered in a new error in the anals of human history.  
 

- - - - - - - 
 

Students in both Jewish and Christian parochial schools were asked to write about the Bible. 
The following are some of the responses: 
 
OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY: 
 In the first book of the Bible, Guinness, God got tired of creating the world, so he took 
the Sabbath off. 
 Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark. 
 Noah built the ark, which the animals came on in pears. 
 Samson was a strong man who let himself be led astray by a Jezebel like 
Delilah. Samson slated the Philistines with the axe of apostles. 
 Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened bread, 
which is bread made without any ingredients. 
 The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.  Afterward, Moses went upon Mount 
Cyanide to get the Ten Amendments. 
 The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple. 
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 The Fifth Commandment is humor thy mother and father. 
 The Seventh Commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 
 Joshua led the Hebrews in the Battle of Geritol. 
 The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still, and he 
obeyed him. 
 David was a Hebrew king skilled at playing the liar. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY: 
 When Mary heard she was the Mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta. 
 When the 3 wise guys from the East Side arrived, they found Jesus in a manager. 
Jesus was born because Mary had an emasculate contraption. St. John, the Blacksmith, 
dumped water on his head. 
 Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says to do one to others before they do one 
to you. He also explained, "Man doth not live by sweat alone." 
 It was a miracle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the tombstone off 
the entrance. 
 One of the twelve opossums was St. Matthew, who was by profession a taxi-man. 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

GENEOLOGY HUMOR 
 Yep -- I want ancestors with names like Rudimentary Montagnard or Melchizedick von 
Steubenhoffmannschild or Spetznatz Gianfortoni, not William Brown or John Hunter or Mary 
Abbott. 
 I want ancestors who could read and write, had their children baptized in recognized 
houses of worship, went to school, purchased land, left detailed wills (naming a huge extended 
family as legatees), had their photographs taken once a year -- subsequently putting said pictures 
in elaborate isinglass frames annotated with calligraphic inscriptions, and carved voluble and 
informative inscriptions in their headstones. I want relatives who managed to bury their 
predecessors in established, still-extant (and indexed) cemeteries. 
 I want family members who wrote memoirs, who enlisted in the military as officers and 
who served in strategically important (and well documented) skirmishes. I want relatives who 
served as councilmen, schoolteachers, county clerks and town historians. I want relatives who 
'religiously' wrote in the family Bible, journaling every little event and detailing the familial 
relationship of every visitor. 
 In the case of immigrant progenitors, I want them to have arrived only in those years 
wherein passenger lists were indexed by National Archives, and I want them to have applied 
for citizenship, and to have done so only in those jurisdictions which have since established 
indices. 
 I want relatives who were patriotic and clubby, who joined every patrimonial society they 
could find, who kept diaries and listed all their addresses, who had paintings made of their 
horses, and who dated every piece of paper they touched. I want forebears who were wealthy 
enough to afford, and to keep for generations, the tribal homestead, and who left all the 
aforementioned pictures and diaries and journals intact in the library. 
 But most of all, I want relatives I can find! 
        Barbara A. Brown 
* Ms. Brown's "I Want" article was originally posted in 1994 to the National Genealogical Conference, FIDO 
bulletin board forum. 
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- - - - - - - - 
 

More genealogy humor 
 On the grave of Ezekial Aikle in East Dalhousie Cemetery, Nova Scotia: 
                                Here lies 
                                Ezekial Aikle 
                                Age 102 
                                The Good 
                                Die Young. 
 
 In a London cemetery: 
                                Here lies Ann Mann, 
                                Who lived an old maid 
                                But died an old Mann. 
                                Dec. 8, 1767 
 
 In a Ribbesford, England, cemetery: 
                                Anna Wallace 
                                The children of Israel wanted bread 
                                And the Lord sent them manna, 
                                Old clerk Wallace wanted a wife, 
                                And the Devil sent him Anna. 
 
 Playing with names in a Riodoso, New Mexico, cemetery: 
                                Here lies 
                                Johnny Yeast 
                                Pardon me 
                                For not rising. 
 
 In Memory of an accident in a Uniontown, Pennsylvania cemetery: 
                                Here lies the body 
                                of Jonathan Blake 
                                Stepped on the gas 
                                Instead of the brake. 
 
 In a Silver City, Nevada, cemetery: 
                                Here lays Butch, 
                                We planted him raw. 
                                He was quick on the trigger, 
                                But slow on the draw. 
 
 A lawyer's epitaph in England: 
                                Sir John Strange 
                                Here lies an honest lawyer, 
                                And that is Strange. 
 
 Someone determined to be anonymous in Stowe, Vermont: 
                                I was somebody. 
                                Who, is no business of yours. 
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 Lester Moore was a Wells Fargo Co. station agent for Naco AZ in the 
 cowboy days of the 1880's and buried in Boot Hill Cemetery Tombstone AZ: 
                                Here lies Lester Moore 
                                Four slugs from a .44 
                                No Les No More. 
 
 In a Georgia cemetery: 
                                 "I told you I was sick!" 
 
 John Penny's epitaph in the Wimborne, England cemetery: 
                                 Reader if cash thou art 
                                 In want of any 
                                 Dig 4 feet deep 
                                 And thou wilt find a Penny. 
 
 On Margaret Daniels grave at Hollywood Cemetery Richmond VA 
                                 She always said her feet were killing her 
                                 but nobody believed her. 
 
 In a cemetery in Hartscombe, England: 
                                 On the 22nd of June 
                                 - Jonathan Fiddle - 
                                 Went out of tune. 
 
 Anna Hopewell's grave in Enosburg Falls VY has an epitaph 
 that sounds like something from a Three Stooges movie: 
                                 Here lies the body of our Anna 
                                 Done to death by a banana 
                                 It wasn't the fruit that laid her low 
                                 But the skin of the thing that made her go. 
 
 More fun with names with Owen Moore in Battersea, London, England: 
                                 Gone away 
                                 Owin' more 
                                 Than he could pay. 
 
 Someone in Winslow ME didn't like Mr. Wood: 
                                 In Memory of Beza Wood 
                                 Departed this life 
                                 Nov. 2, 1837 
                                 Aged 45 yrs. 
                                 Here lies one Wood 
                                 Enclosed in wood 
                                 One Wood 
                                 Within another. 
                                 The outer wood 
                                 Is very good: 
                                 We cannot praise 
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                                 The other. 
 
 On a grave from the 1880's in Nantucket, Massachusetts: 
                                 Under the sod and under the trees 
                                 Lies the body of Jonathan Pease. 
                                 He is not here, there's only the pod: 
                                  Pease shelled out and went to God. 
 
 The grave of Ellen Shannon in Girard PA is almost a consumer tip: 
                                 Who was fatally burned 
                                 March 21, 1870 
                                 by the explosion of a lamp 
                                 filled with "R.E. Danforth's 
                                 Non-Explosive Burning Fluid" 
 
 Oops! Harry Edsel Smith of Albany, New York: 
                                 Born 1903--Died 1942 
                                 Looked up the elevator shaft to see if 
                                 the car was on the way down. It was. 
 
 In a Thurmont, Maryland, cemetery: 
                                 Here lies an Atheist 
                                 All dressed up 
                                 And no place to go. 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
 Mike's parents overheard this: "Now I lay me down to rest, and hope to pass tomorrow's 
test, if I should die before I wake, that's one less test I have to take." 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
 It was the final exam for an introductory English course. Like many such freshman 
courses, it was designed to weed out students from the 700 they had! 
 The examination was 2 hours long and exam booklets were provided. The professor 
was very strict and told the class that any exam that was not on his desk in exactly 2 hours 
would not be accepted and the student would fail. 
 1/2 hour into the exam, a student rushed in and asked the professor for an exam 
booklet. 
 "You're not going to have time to finish," the professor stated sarcastically as he handed 
the student a booklet. 
 "Yes I will," replied the student. He then took a seat and began writing. 
 After two hours, the professor called for the exams, and the students filed up and 
handed them in - all except the late student, who continued to write. 
 1/2 hour later, the last student came up to the professor who was sitting at his desk 
preparing for his next class. He attempted to put his exam on the stack of exam booklets 
already there. 
 "No you don't, I'm not going to accept that. It's late." 
 The student looked incredulous and angry. "Do you know WHO I am?" 
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 "No, as a matter of fact I don't," replied the professor with an air of sarcasm in his voice. 
 "DO YOU KNOW WHO I AM?" the student asked again. 
 "No, and I don't care." replied the professor with an air of superiority. 
 "Good," replied the student, who quickly lifted the stack of completed exams, stuffed his 
in the middle, and walked out of the room. 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
 A first grade teacher was having trouble with one of her students. "Johnny what is your 
problem?" 
 Johnny answered," I'm too smart for the first grade. My sister is in the third grade and 
I'm smarter than she is! I think I should be in the third grade too!" 
 The teacher had had enough. She took Johnny to the principal's office. While Johnny 
waited in the outer office, the teacher explained to the principal what the situation was. The 
principal told the teacher he’d give the boy a test and if he failed to answer any of his questions 
he was to go back to the first grade and behave. The teacher agreed. Johnny was brought in 
and the conditions explained to him - he agreed to take the test. 
 Principal:" What is 3 x 3?" 
 Johnny  "9." 
 "Principal: "What is 6 x 6?" 
 Johnny: "36." And so it went with every question the principal thought a third grader 
should know. The principal looks at the teacher and tells her, "I think Johnny can go to the third 
grade." 
 The teacher says to the principal, "Let me ask him some questions?" The principal and 
Johnny both agree. The teacher asks, "What does a cow have four of that I have only two of?" 
 Johnny, after a moment, "Legs." 
 Teacher: "What is in your pants that you have but I do not have?" The principal's eyes 
open really wide and before he cab stop the answer, Johnny replied, "Pockets." 

Teacher: "What does a dog do that a man steps into?" 
 Johnny: "Pants" 
 Teacher: "What word starts with an 'F' and ends in 'K' that means a lot of excitement?" 
 Johnny: "Fire-truck" 
 The principal breathed a sigh of relief and told the teacher, "Put Johnny in the fifth 
grade, I missed the last four questions!" 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
TODAY'S MATH 
Ratio of an igloo's circumference to its diameter: Eskimo Pi 
2000 pounds of Chinese soup: Won ton 
Time between slipping on a peel and smacking the pavement: 1 bananosecond 
Weight an evangelist carries with God: 1 billigram 
Half of a large intestine: 1 semicolon 
1000 aches: 1 kilohurtz 
Basic unit of laryngitis: 1 hoarsepower 
1 million microphones: 1 megaphone 
2000 mockingbirds: two kilomockingbirds 
52 cards: 1 decacards 
3 statute miles of intravenous surgical tubing at Yale(University Hospital: 1 I.V. League 
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- - - - - - - - - 

 
 School Phone 
 Ring, ring... 
 
 "You have reached the answering machine of your school. In order to assist you in 
connecting to the right staff member, please listen to all options before making a selection." 
 To lie about why your child is absent, Press 1 
 To make excuses for why your child did not do his work, Press 2 
 To complain about what we do, Press 3 
 To cuss out staff members, Press 4 
 To ask why you didn't get needed information that was already enclosed in 
  your newsletter and several bulletins mailed to you, Press 5 
 If you want us to raise your child, Press 6 
 If you want to reach out and touch, slap or hit someone, Press 7 
 To request another teacher for the third time this year, Press 8 
  To complain about school lunches, Press 0 
 If you realize this is the real world and your child must be accountable & 
  responsible for his/her own behavior, class work, homework and that 

it's not the teacher's fault for your child(ren)'s lack of effort - 
  Hang up and have a nice day! 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

CREATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING 
 The junior high school principal had a problem with some girls who were starting to use 
lipstick.  When applying it in the bathroom they would blot their lips on the mirrors, leaving lip 
prints. 
        So he spoke to the teachers and asked them for their help. They promised to speak to the 
girls, but after two weeks, the situation hadn't improved. He even called a few of the girl’s 
parents who were his friends for their advice, but to no avail. The mirrors were constantly a 
mess. 
 Finally he thought of a way to stop it. He gathered all the girls who wore lipstick, took 
them into the bathroom and lectured them about how hard it was to clean the lipstick off the 
mirrors. He could see the young girls smiling at each other, all nodding publicly but smirking to 
one another. 
 The principle then asked the custodian to demonstrate how difficult it was to clean the 
mirrors. He took a long handled brush, dipped it into the toilet and vigorously rubbed the 
lipstick off the mirror. 
 From that day forward, the mirrors stayed lipstick free. 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 

Quotes from 11-year-olds' science exams 
 "When you breath, you inspire. When you do not breath, you expire." 
 "H2O is hot water, and CO2 is cold water." 
 "To collect fumes of sulphur, hold a deacon over a flame in a test tube." 
 "When you smell an oderless gas, it is probably carbon monoxide." 
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 "Nitrogen is not found in Ireland because it is not found in a free state." 
 "Three kinds of blood vessels are arteries, vanes and caterpillars." 
 "Blood flows down one leg and up the other." 
 "Respiration is composed of two acts, first inspiration, and then expectoration." 
 "The moon is a planet just like the earth, only it is even deader." 
 "Artifical insemination is when the farmer does it to the cow instead of the bull." 
 "Dew is formed on leaves when the sun shines down on them and make them perspire." 
 "A super-saturated solution is one that holds more than it can hold." 
 "Mushrooms always grow in damp places and so they look like umbrellas." 
 "The body consists of three parts - the brainium, the borax and the abominable cavity. 
The brainium contains the brain, the borax contains the heart and lungs, and the abominable 
cavity contains the bowls, of which there are five: a, e, i, o, and u." 
 "The pistol of a flower is its only protection against insects." 
 "The alimentary canal is located in the northern part of Indiana." 
 "The skeleton is what's left after the insides have been taken out and the outsides have 
been taken off. The purpose of the skeleton is something to hitch meat to." 
 "A permanent set of teeth consists of eight canines, eight cuspids, two molars, and eight 
cuspidors." 
 "The tides are a fight between the Earth and moon.  All water tends towards the moon, 
because there is no water in the moon, and nature abhors a vacuum. I forget where the sun 
joins in this fight." 
 "A fossil is an extinct animal. The older it is, the more extinct it is." 
 "Many women belive that an alcoholic binge will have no ill effects on the unborn fetus, 
but that is a large misconception." 
 "Equator: A managerie lion running around the Earth through Africa." 
 "Germinate: To become a naturalized German." 
 "Liter: A nest of young puppies." 
 "Magnet: Something you find crawling all over a dead cat." 
 "Momentum: What you give a person when they are going away." 
 "Planet: A body of Earth surrounded by sky." 
 "Rhubarb: A kind of celery gone bloodshot." 
 "Vacuum: A large, empty space where the pope lives." 
 "Before giving a blood transfusion, find out if the blood is affirmative or negative." 
 "To remove dust from the eye, pull the eye down over the nose." 
 "For a nosebleed: Put the nose much lower then the body until the heart stops." 
 "For drowning: Climb on top of the person and move up and down to make artifical 
perspiration." 
 "For fainting: Rub the person's chest or, if a lady, rub her arm above the hand instead. 
Or put the head between the knees of the nearest medical doctor." 
 "For dog bite: put the dog away for sevral days. If he has not recovered, then kill it." 
 "For asphyxiation: Apply artificial respiration until the patient is dead." 
 "To prevent contraception: wear a condominium." 
 "For head cold: use an agonizer to spray the nose untill it drops in your throat." 
 "To keep milk from turning sour: Keep it in the cow." 
 

- - - - - - - - 
Dear Mr. Cameron: 
 As a courtesy, we are sending you a copy of this letter we recently wrote your 15 year-
old daughter in response to a query we received from her. 
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Dear Ms. Cameron. 
 Thank you for your letter. Yes, we are pleased to report, your father's old high school is 
still standing and our library was able to find yearbooks dating "all the way back" to his 
graduation. In fact, a few teachers even remember your father, which I will get to in a moment. 
 In answer to your first question: In every picture extant of your father he is well shod, 
wearing what I believe were called "earth shoes" back then. 
 Also, the weather here is moderate, with snow generally lasting from December until 
March - hardly the entire school year. Thus his descriptions of the conditions under which he 
"struggled" to school in the morning do, as you suggested, seem a bit exaggerated. In fact, our 
bus logs are (remarkably) still intact, revealing that not only was your father a registered 
passenger, but that his parents paid the extra ten dollars a month for door-to-door delivery. 
 I am sure there were days when your father was very "sharply dressed," as you state he 
puts it, but in every single photograph I was able to uncover he is wearing exactly the same 
thing: bell bottom blue jeans with white strings trailing from the edges onto the floor, horizontal 
rents in the knees, and no belt buckle. His T-shirt displays a message easily communicated 
with hand gestures. His hair hangs past his shoulders and looks as if it was exposed to a lot of 
wind - perhaps he rode the school bus with the window open. 
 As to academics and "concentrating on the basics," one must remember the times: the 
"basics" back then may very well have embraced some of your father's elective subjects, which 
included "Personal Citizenship", "Ecology", and one which apparently was called "Relevance". 
We have no record of what, if anything, was taught in these classes. What records we do have 
show that your father did indeed take Geometry, just as he claims. In fact, he took it his 
sophomore year, repeated it his junior year and repeated the course again his senior year. 
Geometry was required for graduation. 
 Now as to Mr. Muggins, who had your father in a class called "Problems of Modern 
Relationships." Mr. Muggins does not wish to dispute the claim that your father always had his 
homework done early, he merely wants to point out that no matter when it was done, it was 
always handed in late. In fact, your father sticks out in Mr. Muggins' mind as having the most 
outrageous excuses for being unprepared, including having to evacuate his home because it 
was infected with the China Syndrome. 
 Your father was not, sad to say, President of the Student Council. Perhaps he is 
confusing student government with a social group called "The Slackers," which Mr. Muggins 
recalls was a group of boys who sat in the hallway and made loud groaning noises whenever 
an attractive girl strode past. Your father was assistant vice president of the club, and, to our 
knowledge, is the only past member not currently serving time in a federal penitentiary. 
 One thing IS completely verifiable: your father's name is, indeed, carved above the door 
to the school. Please advise that, now that we have noticed it, we will need to have it sanded 
out and refinished, at a cost of approximately three hundred dollars. We would appreciate it if 
your father would agree to pay for the damage without our having to engage lawyers. 
 The honor roll to which he apparently referred is not above the door. It hangs outside 
my office. I will leave unanswered the question as to whether his name is upon it. 
 Thank you very much for your letter, which we found most amusing. Be sure to tell your 
father hello from Mr. Muggins. 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
A College Version of 'Twas the Night Before Christmas 
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   Twas the night before finals, 
   And all through the college, 
   The students were praying 
   For last minute knowledge. 
 
   Most were quite sleepy, 
   But none touched their beds, 
   While visions of essays 
   danced in their heads. 
 
   Out in the taverns, 
   A few were still drinking, 
   And hoping that liquor 
   would loosen their thinking. 
 
   In my own apartment, 
   I had been pacing, 
   And dreading exams 
   I soon would be facing. 
 
   My roommate was speechless, 
   His nose in his books, 
   And my comments to him 
   Drew unfriendly looks. 
 
   I drained all the coffee, 
   And brewed a new pot, 
   No longer caring 
   that my nerves were shot. 
 
   I stared at my notes, 
   But my thoughts were muddy, 
   My eyes went ablur, 
   I just couldn't study. 
 
   "Some pizza might help," 
   I said with a shiver, 
   But each place I called 
   Refused to deliver. 
 
   I'd nearly concluded 
   That life was too cruel, 
   With futures depending 
   On grades had in school. 
 
   When all of a sudden, 
   Our door opened wide, 
   And Patron Saint Put It Off 
   Ambled inside. 
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   Her spirit was careless, 
   Her manner was mellow, 
   She started to bellow: 
   "What kind of student 
   Would make such a fuss, 
   To toss back at teachers 
   What they tossed at us?" 
 
   "On Cliff Notes!  On Crib Notes! 
   On Last Year's Exams! 
   On Wingit and Slingit, 
   And Last Minute Crams!" 
 
   Her message delivered, 
   She vanished from sight, 
   But we heard her laughing 
   Outside in the night. 
 
   "Your teachers have pegged you, 
   So just do your best. 
   Happy Finals to All, 
   And to All, a good test." 
 

- - - - - - - - - 
 
 The children had all been photographed, and the teacher was trying to persuade them 
each to buy a copy of the group picture.  "Just think how nice it will be to look at it when you 
are all grown up and say, "There's Jennifer; she's a lawyer,' or 'That's Michael; he's a doctor.'" 
 A small voice at the back of the room rang out, "And there's the teacher, she's dead." 
 

- - - - - - 
 
 A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood. Trying to make the matter 
clearer, he said, "Now, boys, if I stood on my head the blood, as you know, would run into it, 
and I should turn red in the face." 
 "Yes, sir," the boys said. 
 "Then why is it that while I am standing upright in the ordinary position the blood doesn't 
run into my feet?" 
 A little fellow shouted, "Cause yer feet ain't empty." 
 

- - - - - - 
 
 For weeks, a six-year old lad kept telling his first-grade teacher about the baby brother 
or sister that was expected at his house. One day the mother allowed the boy to feel the 
movements of the unborn child. 
 The 6 year-old was obviously impressed, but made no comment. Furthermore, he 
stopped telling his teacher about the impending event. 
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 The teacher finally sat the boy on her lap and said, "Tommy, whatever has become of 
that baby brother or sister you were expecting at home?" 
 Tommy burst into tears and confessed, "I think Mommy ate it!" 
 

- - - - - - - - 
 
 A wise schoolteacher sends this note to all parents on the first day of school: "If you 
promise not to believe everything your child says happens at school, I'll promise not to believe 
everything he says happens at home." 
 

- - - - - - - 
 
 A few fraternity brothers needed to fill a science requirement in order to graduate, so 
they spent weeks studying for the final. The day of the exam arrived and they were more than 
ready for the test. The teacher pulled out a chart, and on it were different pictures of bird's 
legs. The teacher said, "This is your exam. Name these birds by their legs." 
 After 10 minutes one boy stood up, absolutely furious, and slammed the paper down on 
the teachers desk. "Dammit!" he hollered. "You knew I needed to pass this exam to graduate. 
How could you do this to me?" 
 The guy begins to leave the room and the teacher yells: "Hey you, boy, what's your 
name?" 
 The student pulls up his pants, revealing his legs, and says, "I don't know sir. You tell 
me." 
 

- - - - - - - - - 
 

Teachers, can you relate? 
 Did you hear about the teacher who was helping one of her kindergarten students put 
his boots on? He asked for help and she could see why. With her pulling and him pushing, the 
boots still didn't want to go on. When the second boot was on, she had worked up a sweat. 
She almost whimpered when the little boy said, "Teacher, they're on the wrong feet." 
 She looked and sure enough, they were. It wasn't any easier pulling the boots off than it 
was putting them on. She managed to keep her cool as together they worked to get the boots 
back on -- this time on the right feet. 
 He then announced, "These aren't my boots." She bit her tongue rather than get right in 
his face and scream, "Why didn't you say so?" like she wanted to. 
 Once again she struggled to help him pull the ill-fitting boots off. He then said, "They're 
my brother's boots. My Mom made me wear them." She didn't know if she should laugh or cry. 
She mustered up the grace to wrestle the boots on his feet again. 
 She said, "Now, where are your mittens?" 
 He said, "I stuffed them in the toes of my boots..." 
 

- - - - - - - 
 
 A teacher wrote on the blackboard: "Like I ain't had no fun in months." Then she asked 
the class, "How should I correct this sentence?"  
 Little Johnny raised his hand and said, "Like, get a boyfriend?" 
 

- - - - - - - - - 
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 A teacher injured his back and had to wear a plaster cast around the upper part of his 
body. It fit under his shirt and was not noticeable. 
 On the first day, still with the cast under his shirt, he found himself assigned to the 
toughest students in school. Walking confidently into the rowdy classroom, he opened the 
window as wide as possible & then busied himself with deskwork. 
  When a strong breeze made his tie flap, he took the stapler and stapled the tie to his 
chest. 
 He had no discipline problems with any of his students that term. 


